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BAPTISM. 
BY ELDER CHARLES KELLY. 
— — 
II. 
Ik we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from j 


with another, and the blood of Jesus all sin.” — 
1 Jonx i, 6, 7 


Havina shown the proper mode of 
baptism, aud that none hut believers 
ought to be baptized, we will now 
consider what baptism is for. Fur 
surely the Lord must have some pur- 
pose in tutrodacing it into his Gospel; 
and believers are vot at liberty to 
submit to, or dispense witu this ordi- 
nauce according to their will or plea- 
sure, ‘Isaiau says, in his Sth chapter 
and Loth verse,—“ To the law aud to 
the testimony: if they speak not ac- 
cording to this it is because 
there 1, no light in them.” We will 
now refer to the law of Christ show- 
ing the uecessity of, and the great 
object of baptism. “Then cometh 
Jesus from ilee to Jordan unto 
John to be baptized of him. But 
Johu forbad him, saying, I have need 
to be baptized of thee, and comest 


thou to me? And Jesus answering is what Jesus here alludes to as the 


said unto him, suffer it to be so now: 

for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 

Then he suffered 
im. 

Here we find the Son of God him- 
self pleading with John to baptize 
him, that He, who did no sin, might 
fulfill that part of the righteousness 
of God, and by setting the example 
himself conld teach it to otbers. 8 
will search for his instraction in the 
matter, and see what He and his in- 
spired Apostles have to say concern- 
ing the ign of baptism. The 3rd 
chapter of John, 5th reads as 
follows:—“ Jesus answered, verily, 


be born of. water and of the Spirit he 
cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” 


It is generally admitted by all classi- 
cal writers y note that baptism 


verily, I say unto thee, except a man 


— 
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birth of the water. Yet how often 
do we hear attempts made to explain 
away the water part as figurative! 
But when the Savior said, Except 
aman be born of water and of the 
Spirit he cannot enter the Kiugdom 
of God,” if he did not mean water 
when he said water, what assurance 
have we that he meant Spirit when 
he said Spirit? Yet, those who object 
to baptism as necessary will hold that 
a birth of the Spirit is essential to sal- 
vation. Does not such argument look 
like —— the Scriptures, and mis- 
construing the 2 22 used by the 
Savior himself? Again, is it likely 
that Jesusin giving instructions to 
such an anxious inquirer as Nicode- 
mus seems to have been would at- 
tempt to make neers more mysteri- 
ous by mixing up literal and figurative 
language in such a fashion as some 
would have us believe who oppose the 
truth! 

If plain language signifies anything, 
that used by Jesus in the above quo- 
tation teaches most assuredly that a 
birth of the Water as well as of the 
Spirit is necessary to entering the 
5 of God; and Satan by his 
cunning is constantly endeavorin 
to blind the eyes of the people, an 
divert their attention from the door 
into the sheepfold, knowing full well 
that all who tail to receive the birth 
of the Water cannot obtain the birth 
of the Spirit. But let us approach 
this bugbear very cautiously, and see 
if it is such a dreadful thing after all 
to be born again of the Water. Birth 
never gives life: it only changes the 
state and manifests the life, for that 
which is dead in the womb will be still- 
born. Can it then be such a terrible 
thing to those who have been begotten 
by the Word of Truth and have become 
dead to sin, to be buried with Christ 
in baptism, and raised up with Him 
to walk in newness of life? Is there 
anything strange that their rising 
again from the grave of water should 
be called being born again? Certainly 
not. For this would harmonize beau- 
tifully with Paul’s saying in Colossians 
ist, 18th verse. He there styles Jesus 
the first born from the dead. And if 
the rising again of Jesus from the 

rave can be called a birth, there can 
no violation of language whatever 
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to speak of the rising again from the 

＋— waters as a birth for Paul 

speaks of baptism as u likeness of 
brist’s death. 

“ But,” says one, “ what virtue can 
there be in water to wash away sin! 
Did not Christ die for our sins? Les, 
if we walk in the light as he is in the 
light, and comply with those condi- 
tions he has so plainly stated. The 
act of Christ’s coming forth from the 
earth’s silent tomb did not im 
life to that body which was crucified. 
That was a separate and a previous 
exercise of the power of God. But 
His coming forth from the grave did 
something; and what was that! Why 
it changed His state. And baptism 
also, although it may have no power 
to impart life to those who are dead 
in trespasses and sins, does something. 
For to all those who have been quick- 
ened by the power of God through 
faith, it is the divinely appointed way 
of being born into the Kingdom of 
God on the earth, and is a public act 
of translation out of the kingdom of 
darkness into the Kingdom of God. 
And although not for the putting 


away of the filth of the flesh, but the 


answer of a good conscience toward 
God, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ (Ist Peter, 1—21); and as 
Christ said to John, that we may 
„fulfill all righteousness.” 

After the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we read of his great commis- 
sion to his apostles in Mark 16th 
chapter, 15th and 16th verses: “Go 
ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be sa- 
ved, but he that believeth not shall 
be damned.” It is very evident from 
the words of the Savior that what- 
ever belief is for, in this quotation, 
baptism is for the same. n what 
daring impudence it must be to our 
Lord and Savior to even attempt to 
separate the conditions he linked to- 
gether as indispensable to that salva- 
tion offered to all on compliance with 

n, on the of Pentecost, 
when Peter 5 the resurrec- 
tion and exaltation of Jesus Christ, 
we read that those who heard the 
Word were pricked in their hearts, 
and said unto Peter and the resto 
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the Apostles: “Men and brethren, 
What shall we do?’ All who believe 
in faith without works being sufficient 
to save them in the Kingdom of God 
should remember well the answer 
given by Peter to those whose faith 
was al manifested. For they 
believed and felt the necessity of 
something further, and refused to 
rest their salvation on mere belief. 
Mark the answer, for it was intended 
to reach all future generations, even 
as many as the Lord should call.” 
Peter, seeing that the people alread 

had faith in his words, did not as 


them to believe, but in his reply to 
them, said: “ Repent, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of 


Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. We must admit that 
whatever repentance is for in this 
quotation, baptism must be for the 
same. Why? Because they are both 
commanded by the Apostle, and that 
too for the remission of sins. 
Another powerful testimony in fa- 
vor of this idea is to be found in the 
22nd chapter of Acts, 16th verse, 
where we read of one Ananias being 
directed of the Lord to go and visit 
the repentant and believing Saul of 
Tarsus. And when he had found him 
he said—“‘And now, why tarriest 
thou ? arise, and be baptized and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord.” Let us follow 
this same Paul, of whom it was said 
God had chosen, that he might know 
God’s will, and knowing it, teach it 
to others. In writing to the Galatians 
he said For ye are all the cbildren 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For 
as ays + you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ.”— 
Galatians 3rd, 26th and 27th verses. 
Whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free, 
male or female, all were made Christ's 
through baptism into him. How 
beautifully this harmonizes with the 
words of Christ in his commission to 
the Apostles: “ He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved, but he that 
believeth not, [and consequently is not 
baptized] sha damned.“ Bap- 
tism is then, according to Paul, the 
means of putting on Christ to all 
those having faith in him, and who have 
repented of their sins. It is evident 
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that Paul attached very much impor- 
tance to baptism, judging from his 
own writing to the Corinthians, who 
were dividing into sects and taking 
names to suit themselves; for 
e devoutly thanks the Lord that he 
baptized but few of them, lest the 
people should say that he had baptized 
them in his own name,—lI Corinthi- 
ans, 1st chapter, 14th and 15th verses. 
Again, says Paul, “ But after that the 
kindness and love of God our Savior 
toward man appeared, not by works 
of righteousness which we have done 
but according to his mercy, he sav 
us by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.“ — 
Titus 3rd chapter, 4th and 5th verses. 
Mark the language here. Not by the 
washing of regeneration alone, nor 
by the renewing of the Holy Spirit 
one, but by the washing of regene- 
ration and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost..” In this quotation also we 
find the conditions joined together, 
and no man has aright to separate 
them. The language of this text also 
harmonizes with that of Jesus to 
Nicodemus: “ Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter the Kingdom of God.” 

The apostle Peter, referring to 
Noah and the flood, said—“ The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth 
also now save us, not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience to- 
ward God, by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” By this we learn that 
Peter regarded baptism as having 
some significance even beyond the 
outward act of immersing the body 
in water. It is evident that he looked 
upon it asa means of salvation. It is 
obvious that the baptism enjoined by 
our Savior, and carried out by the in- 
spired apostles, was a complete im- 
mersion of the body in water: and 
that no trace whatever can be found 
in the scriptures of the baptism of 
any but believers. But to all who be- 
lieved with all their heart and turned 
from their sins, baptism was declared 
to be a new birth—a condition of sal- 
vation for the remission of sins, and 
also a washing away of sins; and, as 
Paul says, a putting on of Christ. 
The burial with Christ of all such as 


were dead to sin that they may rise 
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a to walk in newness of life. 
ow, whilst water has no efficacy to 
wash away sin of itself, yet, if it bea 
divine arrangement u compliance 
with which the Lord Jesus Christ 
promises to exercise His power to 
save all those who believe on him 
with the heart, that gives to the ordi- 
nance its virtue—its power to save. 

I do not sup that any person 
would contend that it was the rod in 
the hands of Moses that divided the 
waters of the Red Sea, or that the 
noise made by the ram’s horns caused 
the walls of Jericho to fall down. 
No, behind these actions was the 
power of God operating which wrought 
these wonders. Whd will say that it 
was the Brazen Serpent lifted up in 
the Wilderness that healed the bitten 
Israelites? Or, that washing seven 
times in Jordan cured Naaman of 
his leprosy? Surely every thinking 
person will acknowledge that it was 
the power of God exercised in behalf 
of all those who rendered obedience 
to his reqnirements that brought 
about all these things; but had there 
been no compliance with these divine 
arrangements the power of God would 
not have been made manifest, could 
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these conditions upon which the bless- 
ings were promised be set aside or 
changed by the parties given the pri- 
vilege of complying with them! - 
tainly not. en, we ask, can an 

person desiring salvation set ‘asi 

with safety the divine order of bap- 
tism to which the Savior and his 


apostles attached so much importance? 
0 Can we nd to know 


More fully God's design’ 
Can we to show 
A —— divine? 
Can we neglect this ordinance 
Without an insult to our Prince?” 
These are grave questions for all 

mankind to consider. Neither faith 
nor repentance nor baptism taken 
alone is sufficient to save mankind. 
All three are essential. The Lord 
Jesus Christ by virtue of his death 
and. resurrection saves all those who 
believe on him through the preachi 
of the word of truth, and repent 
their sins with a repentance that 
needs not to be repented of, and who 
are baptized for the remission of their 
sins. For the promise is to-day as in 
former times—“ He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, and 
— that believeth not shall be n- 
ed.“ 


WHAT WE ARE TO EXPECT. 
—0 


In an account of the proceedings of 
— of 

icago to discuss prophecy, etc., the 
Chicago Mail published the follow. 


young gentleman, with pimples 
on his chin and a Roman nose, distri- 
buted hand-bills of a delicate lemon 
color, from whose startling prospectus 
an excerpt is given: 
“COMING PROPHETIC EVENTS 
“During the Next Few Years, Before 
the Year 1900—Great Religious 
Revivals, Second Advent of 
Christ, and Resurrection 
and Ascension of 
ians with- 


out Dying. 

“Terrible Wars and nende 
including land's loss of Ireland 
and India and Conquet of Germany 
by France, changing twenty-three 


Kingdoms’s into Daniel’s predicted 
Franco-Roman Confederacy of Ten 
Kingdoms, prior to Napoleonic anti- 
e Jews iel vii, 24; ix, 27) Spread 
-Republicanism, Spiritualism, cul- 
minating in the Great Nribulation and 
anti-Christ’s Massacre of Myriads of 
Christians during three and a half 
years, and then the Millenium of 1,000 
years, ect.— Matt. xxiv., 21; Rev. xx.” 
The announcement is autboritative- 
ly made that a Napoleon will arise in 
or near Syria, become king of that 
voting precinct, make a seven 8 
covenant with the Jews, 
about 1991-93, seven years 
end (Daniel vii. 24; ix, 27), and dur- 
ing three and a ears have power 
over all nations and then at 


Christ's descent at Armagedd 


| 
u. 
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REPORT TO THE FIRST PRESIDENCY. 


THRE ie is the report of the 
Presidency of the Weber Stake of 
Zion to the First Presidency of the 
Church. We publish it that the 
Saints throughout these lands may 
understand the feelings of the breth- 
ren and sisters in Zion—their faith 
and determination to be firm in their 
integrity in face of the persecution 
now heaped upon them: 

Deak BRETHREN, — After return- 
ing from our last semi-annual Con- 
ference, and — 
structions received while there, espe- 
cially that portion of your epistle 
wherein you counseled those who 
occupy responsible positions in the 
midst of the people, to visit the Saints, 
to comfort those who mourn, and 
strengthen those who are weak, that 
we might all increase in faith; we 
consulted together in relation to this 
duty, and the Spirit of God rested 
upon us, for we saw eye to eye, and 
we felt quite anxious to commence 
thia labor of love. 

We concluded to give our time first, 
to those families who are affected by 
the Edmunds Law,“ especially those 
who are deprived of the society of 
husband and ſather, either by im- 
prisonment, or being in exile or on 
missions; to visit, every family through- 
out this Stake that we could find in 
this condition. In prosecuting our 
labors in this direction we have in- 
vited the Bishops, their Counselors 
and the Teachers in the several Wards 
to — a us. They have cheer- 
fully responded, and in fact some who 
have visited with us through one 
Ward, have asked the privilege to 
continue further. Ia this labor we 
have — gone fasting, in order 
that we might obtain the spirit of 
our yore. and we do testify before 
God and holy angels, that the Spirit 
of God has been more abundantly 

ured out upon us than we ever be- 
ore experienced; our hearts have been 

led with thankfulness all the day 


ong. 

We have endeavored to bring the 
different branches of these families 
together in one huuse at our meetings, 
in order that we might teach them 


upon the in- talked 
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unity, and assist them to overcome 
any feelings of estrangement, if any 
existed; but we are happy to report 
but very few in this condition, for we 
have fonnd these families generally 
enjoying the spirit of the Gospel, and 
a large proportion of them thoroughly 
ye hee to this high and holy order 
of m 

We have conducted our meetings 
just as the spirit has sugges en- 
tirely devoid of formalities. We have 
as the spirit has prompted 
and listened to the testimonies o 
those present; we have sung, prayed 
and rejoiced, and sometimes wept, 
not because we felt melancholy, but 
through the joy that was upon us. 
We have questioned each member of 
the family in regard to their feelings; 
we are glad to report that they are 
pretty well looked after by the Bishop 
and Teachers. After spending from 
two to four hours with each family, 
and leaving our blessings with them, 
by virtue of the Holy Priesthood, we 
have . separated. 

The results of our labors are already 
apparent. The Bishops report an in- 
crease of attendance at fast 
and all other meetings, for the breth- 
ren who have accompanied us have 
partaken of this heavenly influence 
and carried it to the people through- 
out their respective Wards, Some 
en have commenced holding 
“block” meetings in their Wards, 
with good results. 

Our monthly priesthood meeti 
held last Saturday was filled wi 
the Spirit of God, which rested upon 
everyone present to that extent that 
all wept for Joy: the old and the 
young rejoi together, and many 
expressed themselves that it was the 
best meeting they had ever attended. 


We have already visited these fami- 
lies referred to, residing in the four 
city Wards, Marriott, Pleasant 


View, Riverdale, Wilson, Uintah and 
Mound Fort, in all thirty-nine fami- 
lies, and we shall continue to spend 
three or four days a week until we 


have performed this mission. 
We can truthfully say that we re- 
joice in our labors, and we feel grate- 


22 


ful that we are sufficiently humble to 
enable us to enjoy the spirit of our 
calling; and we testify that the Spirit 
of God has wonderfully increased in 
our midst, for which we’are thankful 
and feel encouraged. 

We pray that God will bless and 
protect you from all evils, that you 
shall be spared from the trials and 
privations which the wicked would 
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inflict if they had the power, and that 
your lives shall be prolonged to see 
the people of God triumph over the 
enemies of righteousness. 

We affectionately subscribe our- 
selves your brethren in the Gospel of 
peace, 

L. W. SHuRTuIFF, 
C. F. MppLxro. 
Ogden City, Dec. 1886. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


At Ogden, Dec. 14th, Ben Garr, a Deputy Marshall, detective, etc., was 
convicted and fined $25 for gambling. 

Thos. Kay, of Mona, Juab Co., while at work in the canyon getting out 
logs had his hip dislocated. 

Hyrum Smith, a well known young man of Payson, died at the Hospital at 

Salt Lake City, Dec. 10th. His death was sudden and caused by pneumonia. 


President Cleveland’s Message said nothing of special legislation for Utah. 
This was a bitter disappointment to the carpet-bag adventurers in Utah, who 
are anxiously waiting for the time to come when the people of that fair Ter- 
ritory will be turned over to them to be fleeced without mercy. May their 
disappointment be eternal. 


At a meeting of the anti- Mormons” in Salt Lake City, a short time since, 
one of the orators, Mr. Lawrence, is reported to have said: “The Mormons 
will have to do one of three things; obey the laws, leave the country or fight.” 
Who the combatants on the other side are to be, or where the exodus is to be 
to, the “loyal” orator failed to announce. 


The Ogden City Council have determined to have a history of Ogden City 
written. Mr. E. W. Tullidge, the author of the History of Salt Lake City, 
will likely write the book. $1,000 have been appropriated by the City 
Council towards defraying the expenses of the work. An effort is being 
made by the anti- Mormon” party to hinder the publication of the work, 
but their efforts are not likely to succeed. 

J. Quincy Knowlton, familiarly known as “ Quince,” was on his way to 
attend the funeral of his wife, Mary Newton Knowlton, when he was thrown 
from his horse and died of his injuries before ‘reaching home. The death of 
Mrs. Knowlton was caused by a cancerous, trouble. Mr. Knowlton was on a 
hunting expedition at the time, and while returning after receiving the sad 
news, met with the accident that caused his death. The funeral obsequies 
took place in the Seventeenth Ward meeting-house, Dec. 16, 1886. Brother 
Knowlton was on a mission to England in 1869. 


At Ashley, Uintah County, hitherto isolated to a great extent, the people 
are enjoying a season of gratifying prosperity. Crops were fairly heavy. 
Wheat brings one dollar a bushel Oats from two and a half to three cents 
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per pound. Money plentiful and circulating freely among all classes. An 

agent of an eastern nursery lately took to Ashley about $2,500 worth of fruit 

trees, and in a few days had sold them all, receiving his pay mostly in cash. 

Parties who had promised to pay wheat for trees when the agent took their 

orders, begged him to allow them to pay cash instead. This is quite suggest- 

ive of predictions that have been made, under divine inspiration, says the 

News, regarding events to come to pass in the mountains. Zion prospers Xs 
all is well.” 


As Edward M. Dalton, of Parowan, U.T., indicted for unlawful cohabita- 
tion, was driving stock past the premises of Daniel Page, about 11 a.m. on 
Dec. 16, 1886, in company with others, Deputy Marshals W. Thompson and 
W. O. Orton came out of the rear of the house, and Thompson leveled his 
gun on Dalton, calling him to stop, and, as reported, fired almost instantly, 
the ball passing through his body and causing death in about an hour. 
Thompson and Orton were arrested by Sheriff H. L. Adams and taken before 
Justice Henderson. They waved an examination and are likely to be com- 
mitted to await the action of the Grand Jury. Excitement ran high, but no 
overt act has been committed. Surely the Latter-day Saints are a patient, 
law-abiding people! 


The persecution of the Latter-day Saints in Utah develops some strange 
action on the part of the Judges. In the Parry Contempt {Case in the First 
District Court at Ogden, the Judge took occasion to state that he did not 
consider that Mrs. Parry had committed perjury on her own volition, but at 
the instigation of others. He said the judgment under these circumstances 
would be that the defendant pay the costs of the suit, amounting to about 
$125, on condition that Joseph Parry, her husband, deliver himself up to the 
officers for prosecution for unlawful cohabitation. What will be Mrs. Parry’s 
punishment if her husband does not deliver himself up for prosecution the 
Judge does not say; but if any punishment is inflicted on her it will not be 
because she is deserving punishment, but because another person refuses to 
give himself up for trial. Surely this is something new in jurisprudence, 


J. E. Magleby, writing from Waiapu on November 1, 1886, to the Deseret 
News, gives an interesting report of the first semi-annual Conference of the 
Waiapu District of the Australasian Mission. The Conference was held at 
Terahui, New Zealand, October 30th and 31st, and four Branches were re- 
presented. E. F. Richards presided. Besides the President, the Elders pre- 
seat were J. W. Kauleinamoku, J. E. Magleby, J. W. Platt and J. W. Ash. 
Discourses on various principles of the Gospel were delivered both by the 
Utah Elders and the Maori brethren. The Sacrament was administered and 
the general and local authorities of the Church sustained. The statistical 
report for seven months showed the total membership of the Church in that 
District to be 317 souls. At a priesthood meeting it was decided to advance 

some in and ordain others to the priesthood, It was also decided, by reso- 
lution, to set apart the first Sunday in every month as a day for fasting and 
prayer, and also to establish a school for the children of the Sainte. “The 
Mission,” says Brother Magleby, is in a prosperous condition. The Eidera 


are in good spirits, and making fair progress in the language.” J. 


24 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 1887. 


THE LORD HATH SPOKEN. 
—0— 


WE call the attention of our readers to the passage of Scripture selected for 
inscription on our title page this year Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O 
earth: For the Lord hath spoken.” These words were placed by Isaiah at 
the beginning of his remonstrances, teachings and prophecies unto ancient 
Israel, and was the announcement of a solemn truth—“ The Lord hath 
spoken!” The prophet understood how essential it was to the success of his 
mission to impress upon the minds of the people the fact here announced; 
and he called on the heavens to hear, and the earth to witness that the Lord 
had spoken. If he should succeed in getting that idea into the minds of the 
people he could reasonable expect that the rest of his mission would be com- 
paratively easy, hence, doubtless, the prominence and emphasis given to this 
statement. 

The Elders of Israel, sent out into the world to teach mankind, have the 
same announcement to make—The Lord hath spoken!—and we say, proclaim 
it all ye Elders, bear witness of it, O heavens, and hear it, O ye inhabitants 
of the earth! As it was with Isaiah, so is it with the Elders to-day—the all- 
important thing to do is to make it clear to the minds of the people that the 
Lord hath spoken from heaven, whereof we are witnesses. If that one grand 
truth can be driven home to the minds of the inhabitants of the earth to 
. . the vest of our mission will be easy of 
accomplishment. 

Experience proves, however, that Satan, who doubtless understands that 
matter as we do, and just as well, has the point carefully guarded; and 
through false teachers has led the people of modern times to believe shat 
revelation ceased ages ago. As some express it— Revelation began in Eden, 
but ended at Patmos,” And by their false reasoning and the wresting of 
Scripture, have they made the people believe that the mouth of God is closed, 
and that no more will the voice of inspiration be heard, or angel or seer or 
prophet come with a glad message of love, reproof, or intelligence to cheer 
the sons of men in this world where the most of humanity stand trembling 
between hope and fear. And by this cunning has Satan steeled the hearts of 
the people against the reception of any message that claims to have been. re- 
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vealed from heaven subsequent to the falling asleep of the ancient apostles of 
Jesus. And because of this unbelief in any message that purports to be a 
recent revelation, the Elders find it difficult to get a hearing before the people 

Vet it is our duty to make the proclamation—The Lord hath spoken—whether 
the people will listen or whether they will forbear. If we are but diligent in 
the performance of our duty, in being faithfal witnesses of this great truth 

the Lord will accept our labors, and crown us with eternal life in His king- 
dom; and He will judge the inhabitants of the earth who reject at His servants 
and their message. The Lord is not asleep; His eyes are not blinded; His 
arm is ‘not shortened, nor will He be mocked by His children. Ancient 
Israel rejected the words of Isaiah and many other prophets. And the Jews 
rejected even the Son of God; but they payed dearly for the rejection of the 
word of the Lord. It cost the kingdom of Israel and Judah the loss of their 
glory and their independence, and humbled their pride. It brought the curse 
of God upon their land, so that the country once fertile became barren— 
almost a desert. It leveled the walls of Jerusalem, destroyed the holy city, 
and threw down their splendid temple, It brought a famine upon them in 
which one million lives perished. It brought war in which hundreds of thon- 
sands were put to death by the sword; and sold the remainder into captivity 
or scattered them among,the nations of theearth where since they have wan- 
dered as strangers and aliens; being in the world, aad yet not of the world; 
despised, hated, reviled, persecuted, the hiss—the byword ‘among all nations 
where they. have sojourned—the objects at which the slow-moving finger of 
scorn has for ages pointed, while cruelty}mocked their sufferings. They will 
yet understand that it costs something to reject the servants of God who came 
to them saying—“ The Lord hath spoken,” hear ye our message. They did 
not cry in vain “ crucify him, crucify him, and let his blood be upon us and 
upon our children.” Their impious petition was answered not only to their 
own sorrow, but to the sorrow of their children. 

And now, the.same God reigns in the heavens, and controls the destinies of 
men and of nations. He has sent another message to the inhabitants of the 
earth calling upon them to repent, for the kingdom of heaven.is at hand, and 
the hour of His judgment is nigh, and the Elders of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints are ‘made witnesses of it, and it is for us to be 
diligent in our labors. And if the nations reject our message and testimony, 
and treat us as ancient Israel treated the servants of God—as the same came 
throughout the economy of God produces the same effect—there will a tarrible 
judgment overtake the nations, and the Lord will vindicate His law and His 
servants; and His Gospel will be established, His kingdom will come, His 
will be done on the earth as it is in heaven, and the righteous receive the 
reward of their faithfalness, 


Ir is difficult to understand how the children of men can reject the idea of 
continued revelation and the gift of prophecy, and at the same time claim 
that the believers in Jesus Christ are entitled to and do possess the Holy 
Ghost. For if there is one thing concerning the Holy Ghost that is made 
more emphatic than another, it is that it posseases the peculiar power of re- 
vealing the things of God and is the very spirit of prophecy. Jesus Himself said: 
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“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, * * he shall testify of me“ (St. John xv, 
26). Again itis written: No man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. xii, 3). From this it appears that the Holy Ghost is the 
testifier that Jesus is the Christ. It is a witness for the Son of God—the 
testimony of Jesus—and, saith the Scripture, “The testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy” (Rev. xix, 10). Therefore, unless the Holy Ghost has lost 
some of its properties, and among them this “spirit of prophecy —if people 
possess it, it may reasonably be expected that some from among the multi- 
tude of those who have it, will have the spirit of prophecy—the one thing 
needed to make them prophets. Those who say there are to be no more pro- 
phets must either conclude that men no longer have the Holy Ghost, or the 
testimony of Jesus, or that the Holy Ghost has been shorn of one of its most 
useful powers. They must ‘place themselves in the illogical position of claim- 
ing that while fire, water, electricity, and all the elements in nature now 
possess all the properties they ever had, the Holy Ghost—an element more 
potent, pure, and the least likely to change—has lost its most useful property; 
we leave it for those who say there is to be no more prophecy to choose which 
horn of the dilemma they consider most agreeable to them. 

We are told that the cannon of Scripture is closed—that all the Scripture 
that will ever be given is now written. What is Scripture? Peter says: 
Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter i, 21). From 
this it appears that men of God speaking as they were moved upon by the 
Holy Ghost had their words at such times written, and those words were pre- 
served and treasured up, and became Scripture—came to be regarded as 
sacred, though not unfrequently rejected by the people unto whom these men 
of God were sent. If men possess the Holy Ghost to-day, as all Christendom 
claim they do, where are our Scripture-writers? and where have they been 
for the last eighteen centuries? or will modern religious teachers tell us that 
Scripture-making is another power that the Holy Spirit has lost? They are 
driven to that conclusion, or else they must say that there are no holy men of 
God who speak now as they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost; for if there 
are such men, then what they speak when moved upon by that Spirit should 
be carefully preserved, for it is just as good Scripture as the ancient prophets 
or apostles could make. So we might continue to discuss the properties of 
the Holy Ghost which nearly all modern religionists would have us believe 
are no longer manifest among men, and yet claim that the followers of Jesus 
possesses the Holy Ghost. But if the Holy Spirit of God has lost its most 
potent and useful and comforting powers, of what value is it to mankind? If 
fire had lost its property of heat, of what use would it be? or if water lost its 
power to quench thirst, seek its level, or no longer would extinguish fire—of 
what benefit would it be? What good is salt that has lost its savor? Is it 
not written that it is henceforth good for nothing but to be trampled under 
the feet of men? And of what advantage is it to possess the Holy Ghost if it 
has lost its powers to testify that Jesus is the Christ, bring all things to our 
remembrance, guide us into all truth, teach us things to come, take of the 
things of the Father and reveal them unto us, and show us things to come? 
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If it has lost all these properties that it once possessed, how is it to be a com- 
fort, to bring joy and peace to the Saints? Away with the folly of the man- 
made systems of religion that preserve a form of godliness but deny the 
power thereof! Electricity, fire, water, steam and all the elements in nature 
so for as we are acquainted with them have retained all the properties they 
ever possessed, and so has the Holy Ghost, and those who possess it to-day 
are entitled to its gifts, graces and powers that attended its ministrations 
among men in any age of the world; and there must be something manifestly 
wrong with that system of religion that seeks to ſexcuse the absence of these 
powers and gifts of the Spirit, and at the same time tell those who accept that 
religion that they have the Holy Ghost. And we call upon all such to investi- 
gate their situation fearlessly and thoroughly, and with a prayerful heart that 
they may find the truth. In the meantime we bear them this testimony, that 
God hath spoken in these days, the Gospel of Christ with all its gifts, powers 
and blessings is restored to the earth, and all mankind are called upon to 
receive it. B. H. 


“ MoRMONISM” teaches the following doctrine: Three things are necessary in 
order that any rational and intelligent being may exercise faith in God unto 
life and salvation: 

First, the idea that God actually exists; 

Second, a correct idea of His character and attributes; 

And third, an actual knowledge that the course of life one is pursuing is 
according to His will.’ 

Comment is scarcely necessary to show the rationality of this doctrine con- 
cerning the principle of faith. It is apparent on the very face of the state- 
ment that the first thing necessary in order to the exercise of faith in God is 
to have the idea of the existence of God fixed in the mind, for as saith the 
Seripture— He that cometh to God must believe that he is—{exists}.” 

Equally necessary is it that man should understand something of the char- 
acter and attributes of God, in order to exercise faith. He must know that 
the Lord is long-suffering, merciful, patient, all powerful and just, etc., or his 
heart would fail him because of his own inherent weakness if the idea of 
mercy and justice and patience were separated from his conception of Deity. 
But perhaps the most important proposition to those desirous of exercising 
the faith within them is the third. Surely nothing can be more true. The 
man who has a lively knowledge that his whole course of life is a stink in the 
nostrils of God, can certainly never approach Him with contidence that he 
will receive a very gracious hearing, or be able to move the powers of heaven 
in his own interest, or in behalf of his friends. A righteous life therefore is 
essential to the exercise of faith in any marked degree. 


ARRIVALS AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elders George G. Hales, Sylvester Brad- 
ford, Lot Dorney and Edward White, arrived in Liverpool on Wednesday, 
Dec. 29th, per 8.8. Alaska, of the Guion Line. G. G. Hales and S. Bradford 
are appointed to labor in the Nottingham Conference; E. White in the Lon- 
don, and L. Dorney in the Bristol Conferences, 
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Edinburgh, January 5, 1887. 
President D. H. Wells. 

Dear Brother,—We were over an 
hour behind time when we arrived in 
Glasgow on Saturday night, but some 
of our good brethren, with character- 
istic patience, were at the station to 
meet me and welcome me to Scotland; 
amongst them President McFarland. 
I accompanied them to the Conference 
House at Parkhead, and there I met 
the following brethren from Utah: 
Sylvester Low, Alexander Steel, Thos. 
G. Low, William Henderson, James 
P. Low, Jno. W. Brown, Thos. 8. 
Higham, Orvil L. Thompson and Alex. 
W. Rankin, who were laboring in 
Scotland, and Jas. D. Smith and E. 
D. Clyde from Ireland. There were 
also other Elders of the local brethren, 
Norman McLeod, of Edinburgh, Dun- 
can McFadgen and John Gibson of 
Glasgow. 

We held a priesthood meeting in 
the evening, at which most of the 
brethren spoke, expressing the joy 
they experienced in the work of the 
ministry, the desire they had to do 
good and win souls to Christ, all bear- 
ing a strong testimony, which God 
has given them, to the truth of the 
restoration of the Church of God to 
the earth. It was a most interesti 
meeting. My heart was made =m 


in listening to the testimonies of the 


young brethren, and my mind reverted 
to the time when about their age I 
3 my labors in the ministry. 

he next day Sunday, we met in 
Conference; he d three 8 As 
you will doubtless receive a Confer- 
ence 2 I shall only say that we 
enjoyed richly the Spirit of the Lord 
and had excellent meetings; it was 
like old times. 

Ou Monday we spent the day in the 
Conference House with the brethren. 
In the oy attended a soiree in 
the Hall, and listened to some excel- 
lent songs and recitations. I could 
not help contrasting the Saints with 
the outside world. With us we en- 

and the happiness of the 


which has redeemed us from 


sin. We require no false stimulen 
to make us “ feel well,” or steal rem 


\ 


able. 


~ 
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our brains. On the outside the streets 
were crowded with people, and the 
many we saw under the baneful in- 
fluence of the poison sold almost at 
every street corner, was simply shock- 
ing. I fear intemperance must be on 
the increase. It is twenty-five years 
since I was in Glasgow, and I must 
say I never before saw so many people 
under the influence of liquor. I was 
told it was holi time. If that is 


:| the result of the holiday season, it is 


a great pity they have not some greater 
enjoyment than getting intoxicated. 
On Tuesday I accompanied Presi- 
dent McFarlaud and others to Edin- 
— our enterprising breth- 
ren rented a Hall and placarded 
the town 2 che people to attend 
our lectures. I was received with 
and family, who everything to 
make m visit to “ Auld reekie” . 
en we went to the Hall in 
the evening we were somewhat dis- 
appointed. The room was icy cold. 
It was a large, Hall capable of holding 
several hundred people, and there 
were about thirty strangers besides 
the few Saints who dwell there. There 
were seven Elders on the stand, and 
had it not been so uncomfortably cold 
all would have borne testimony to the 
le. As it was President Me- 
arland and myself occupied the time. 
How the audience endured the cold 
isa marvel. One gentleman leaving 
remarked to the doorkeeper that he 
was very sorry to leave, but the cold 
was so intense he could not endure it. 
We were in our top coats and some- 
what chilled. 

It is not the fault of the Elders and 
Saints in Edinburgh.and Leith if the 
people do not hear the Gospel, They 
are alive and energetic, bold as lions, 
and spare no time or expense to give 
the inhabitants every opportunity of 
receiving the Gospel. 

The proprietor of a weekly journal 
has permitted our brethren to repre- 
sent our side of the Mormon prob- 
lem.” Is that not refreshi said 
from my heart, God bless him! He 


must be a friend of the oppressed— 


one of the honorable men of the earth. 


— 
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It is so different to what we generally 
meet with, that I cannot help but 
highly appreciate it. I have met such 
gentlemen before, I am thankful to 
say, but they are not numerous The 
truth bas few friends, but it is some- 
thing curious that journalists should 


be adverse to our —— — our- 
selves. But to the credit of the papers 
represented at our meeting last night, 

* gave us a fair report. 
our fellow-laborer, 
GEORGE 


GEORGE TICKNER CURTIS, ON SOLVING THE “MORMON” 
PROBLEM. 


EXTRAOTS FROM A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR. 


WASHINGTOM dispatch, Nov. 16th, to 
Chicago Inter- Ocean: Mr. George 
Tickner — — — of the — 
counsel for the “Mormons,” to-day fil 
with the Secre of the Interior a 
letter on affairs of Utah. In this let- 
ter Mr. Curtis takes issue with Con- 
gress and the administration as to the 
present policy with respect to poly- 
gamy, and himself suggests a plan by 
which he thinks polygamy can be des- 
troyed and the “Mormons” be protected 
from what he calls injustice. Mr. 
Curtis 2 his letter, which is 
very voluminous, by a letter written 
to by President Taylor, the head 
of the Mormon Church, under date of 
Aug. 3, 1886. This letter, which is 
the latest official declaration of the 
head of that Church as to the purpose 
of the polygamists, contains many 
features of interest, some of which are 
iven in the extracts which follow. 
. Cartis, in introducing this letter, 
says: “It came one who is en- 
titled to speak the sentiments and 
feelings of the Mormon ple o 
Utah. He gives to the imputation of 
disloyalty just the denial that was to 
be expected from him. The reason 
why I put the question which he an- 
swered, was because I long have fore- 
seen the spirit that prevails among 
the non-Mormons of the Territory, 
and from the tendencies that are 
manifested in to allow of 
measures dictated by that spirit that 
the time may not be distant, if it has 
not already come, when an attempt 
will be made to force upon the Mor- 
mons the alternative that I have sug- 
gesied. The following is Mr. Taylors 
answer: 
“The question which you propound 


on to islands and other 


as to what we contemplate doing in 
case we are driven to the wall and 
have the alternative presented to us 
of a surrender of our religious convic- 
tions and our civil rights or another 
exodus is one that we can freely an- 
swer. We may find it convenient to 
form colonies outside boundaries 
of the United States, but we have 
never contemplated such a move as an 
e gathering peop 

together is one of our fundamental 
doctrines; and this continent is the 
place upon which we are commanded 
to gather. Our future is indissolubly 
connected with this land. We have 
had many suggestions about — 
u 
such a movement for us is entirely 
out of the question. Having these 
views, where could we move to as a 
body? Notwithstanding the many 
slanders circulated con our 
loyalty, we are profoundly attached to 
our republic. We believe that it was 


f founded by the Almighty through 
chosen instruments, 


that the men 
who framed the Constitution were 
inspired of God in their labors in 
framing that instrument. All the 
li that we or any reason- 
able being can ask can be enjoyed 
under that great charter when its 
guarantees are properly observed. If, 
with the hope of destroying us, our 
fellow-citizens continue to trample 
upon our rights guaranteed by that 


instrument, we must continue to bear 


it as patiently and heroically as we 
can, doing all in our power to protest 

t the wrongs, and to obtain our 
rights in the courts of the country, 
trusting in onr God for that deliver- 
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ance which he has never failed to give 
us in the past and which He has 
promised us for the future. Our des- 
tinies are interwoven with the destin- 
ies of the United States. For up- 
wards of half a century we have been 
led to expect that such attacks as we 
now witness would be made upon us; 
and that the people in power woul 
attempt our destruction as a Church 
and a community. We have expected 
also that the day would yet come when 
it would fall to us to uphold the con- 
stitution and constitutional — 
ment in this country. We fully be- 
lieve that this high honor is in store 
for us and we are sustained in the 
midst of our present persecutions by 
the consciousness that there is a 
divine providence in all that is taking 

ce, and that our God will so con- 
trol even this that we, as a people, 
shall be purified and His purposes be 
brought to pass through the events 
that are now taking place. Much 
more might be said upon this subject, 
but from the above you will learn our 
views sufficiently to form an idea of 
our position. e can not surrender 
our principles or yield our religious 
convictions, but shall contend for our 
rights as American citizens inch by 
inch as long as God will give us 
strength and ability to do so. We 
shall do this not for ourselves alone, 
but for humanity, that the principles 
of civil and religious liberty be 
fully maintained on this great Ameri- 
can continent.” 

ATTORNEY CURTIS'S PLAN, 

Mr. George Tickner Curtis, the at- 
torney for the Mormon Church, in his 
letter to the 1 hha, the Interior, 
to-day, proposes a plan for the des- 
truction of polygamy, which he claims 
will accomplish the result by milder 
means than those provided by the Ed- 
munds law, He outlines this as fol- 
lows: 

I can conceive of a policy very 
different from that which has been 
followed of late and is now proposed 
to be supplemented by s more 
— — measures, and I will sketch 
one that will, as I believe, strongl 
tend to brin polygamy to an en 
First, men who married plural wives 
before there was any law prohibiting 


such unions, but who since that law 
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went into operation have confined 
their sexual relations to one of their 
wives, should not be ted or 
punished at all under that section of 
the statute which makes polygam 
bigamy so long as they maintain wi 
a — wives * one no ates — 
the relation o oa rien 
Belief or the profession of belief in 
the eternity of the moral and spiritual 
tie is a perfectly unfit and improper 
matter to be interfered with by civil 
power. 2. Men who married plur 
wives after such unions were prohibit- 
ed by law should be required after 
conviction of bigamy, to give security 
that they will confine their sexual re- 
lation to one of their wives, and that 
woman should be registered as the 
admitted wife of that man. 3. Neither 
of the above classes of men should be 
prosecuted nor molested under the 
third section of the statute for unlaw- 
ful cohabitation on account of any as- 
sociation with the plural wives that is 
not sexual or on account of any recog- 
nition or profession of the religious 
and moral tie which the parties all 
believe to be for time and for eternity. 
4. In order to have the third section 
of the Edmunds law in cases where 
conviction has been had under it 
receive construction by the Supreme 
court of the United States, provision 
for that purpose should be made at 
once by law. 5. In order to carry out 
this — there be detailed from 
the Department of Justice some suit- 
able person as special counsel to pro- 
ceed to Utah under proper instruc- 
tions, authorizing him to take * 
of prosecutions under the 
munds act now pending or that may 
be instituted for one year, authori 
to direct the Distriet Attorney in su 
cases and to supervise the inistra- 
tion of the law under the control of 
the Attorney General. The adoption 
of such a course as this would super- 
sede immigration or the employment 
of a military force, and it would, aid- 
ed by known differences of ief 
vam ¢ the Mormons in regard to 
plural marriage, put an end to poly- 
gamy in no very long time. For it is 
yond question that while the older 
Mormons believe plural marriage to 
be a religious duty when circum- 
stances favor it, the younger members 


— 
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of the denomination it as per- 
mitted but not — — the divine 
law, and consequently few of the 


ve 
younger men have — more than 
one wife. We have only to exercise a 
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little patience and refrain from perse- 
cution, and we may look to see poly- 

my die — death at no very 
tant day.“ 


“ MORMONISM” LOGICALLY AND TRUTHFULLY DISCUSSED. 


BY L. X. 


WILSON. 


—0 


WxꝝIꝝIX there to be a meeting of all the 
vices besetting mortality, perhaps none 
among that busy throng would be 
more noticeable for its evil effects than 
prejudice. The man I hate can say 
nothing just or sensible, Of him no- 
thing good can be said tome. It is 
so with you and with all mankind. 
The effects of this monster’s activity 
are to be seen everywhere, but in no- 
thing more plainly than in the action 
of the public mind on the question of 
* Mormonism.”, 

For years the vilifying of this peo- 
le has been a never-failing resource 
or the news gatherer, the lecturer, the 

tourist, and the author; and, that 
honest people could believe the repre- 
sentations, has been one of the won- 
ders of this age of wonders. For 
superstition, the Mormons” have 
been classed with the Chinese and 
Hindoos. Like them, too, they have 
been regarded almost as a distinct 
race of humanity. Now, however, it 


looks as though the time for an im- Co 


— hearing is not far distant. 
hen men of character show their 
willingness to forfeit the esteem of a 
nation, their liberty, or even life, for 
the sake of principle, these days of 
infidelity will not long withhold from 
them a just consideration. 

No greater mistake is made in con- 
— 7 the question in hand, than to 
rank the “Mormons” as confessed 
criminals. In the spirit and bearing 
of these enthusiasts toward the nation, 
instead of the cringing, brazen aban- 
don of a libertine, there is the subdued 


ignity of a benefactor. The typical 
“ Mormon” is a satisfied and sufficient 
man. If he can discharge the obliga- 


tions of his religion, he shall not only 
live for himself and his family, but for 
all mankind; and, what is of vastly 
more importance, he will fulfill his 
appointment as a co-worker of the 


heavens. So long as his conscience is 
clear, no matter how the world may 
look upon him, the fountain of his joy 
shall flow unrestrained. He is, in the 
largest sense of the term, a citizen of 
the universe. 

Next to the “Mormon’s” confidence 
in the providence of his Maker, is his 
belief in the coincidence of all nature 
with his religion. There is no ques- 
tion in law or logic, no proposition in 
sociology or metaphysics, but with 
equal justice and unfaltering faith, is 
— to that unbiased arbiter. The 
long unsettled controversy between 
the intellect and goodness, is to find a 
reconciliation in this simplifier of the 
most profound philosophy. 

As will therefore be seen, the nation 
may with just cause take a thought of 
the end, before adopting a determined 
—— against polygamy. No one is 80 

lind as not to know that the promo- 
tion of chastity has no part in the mo- 
tives, either of the movers here or in 
Indeed, it will be hard for 
the best friends of the present crusade 
to defend it with any better pretext 
than almight migh As men 
know, the “Mormons” sustain an un- 
impeachable character for thrift, chas- 
tity, union, honor, and intelligence. 
Thrift is not a natural product of im- 
morality, nor is honor an outgrowth 
of slavery. Superstition connot in- 
still chastity, nor depravity union. 
Nature is not betrayed that ignorance 
can discover the most sublime ethics, 
and always put its opposer working 
against his conscience. 

The “ Mormons” cannot be robbed 
of any practice or precept, without 
doing violence to justice. As their 
character is unimpeachable, so is their 
position impregnable. They hold 
that the practice of polygamy is not 
contrary to the natural rights of man- 


kind; that it is in consonance with 
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